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Friends of the Farms 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

Program Implementation, Johnson Farm 
City-owned Land Managed by Friends of the Farms 

 
Friends of the Farms (FOF) is seeking proposals from qualified individuals and organizations to 
implement a program for long-term use of a one-acre area of the property known as Johnson Farm.  The 
primary goals of this effort are to preserve and protect City-owned farmland managed by Friends of the 
Farms under a 30-year lease and support the stability and viability of agriculture on Bainbridge Island, 
while serving the best interests of Bainbridge Island residents.  The selected person or entity will enter 
into a sublease with FOF. 
 
Background 
 
The Johnson Farm is located mid-island on Fletcher Bay Road and Twin Ponds Lane.  The property was 
historically farmed by the Johnson family. 
 
Total acreage: 14.51 
 
Tax Parcel number:  282501-2-064-2002  
 
The Johnson Farm is a unique property serving multiple public purposes.  The property is managed for a 
combination of agriculture, habitat conservation, public access, and passive recreation.  It is also the site 
of Friends of the Farms’ Harvest Fair. 
 
In 2011, the City entered into a 30-year lease with FOF to manage the Property.  See the “Master Lease 
and Management Agreement” (Master Lease), available from FOF. 
 
Description of Area Covered by RFP 
 
Johnson Farm low land. One acre, southeast side of parcel, bordered by Fletcher Bay Road and Island 
Center Road.  Soil in the subject area is not ideal for agriculture.  Since execution of the Master Lease in 
2011 the subject area has primarily been utilized for Harvest Fair parking. 
 
There is a well and electrical capacity at Johnson Farm, but there is no existing infrastructure for water, 
power, or sewer to the subject area. 
 
Project Goals 
 
The general goals related to implementation of the program that is sought via this RFP are: 
 

 Utilize previously underused area of Johnson Farm for food production 

 Provide agricultural diversity 

 Be compatible with other uses and users of the premises 

 Benefit the local community 

 Utilize environmentally sound techniques that minimize waste production and energy 
consumption   
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Duration of Sublease 
 
Commencing in 2018.  Termination date negotiable dependent on project ranging from January 2023 – 
2042. 
 
Terms of Sublease 
 
The sublease for the subject property shall be consistent with the following: 
 

(a) City zoning and other development regulations; 
(b) The Master Lease; and 
(c) Additional sublease terms developed after a successful subleasor has been identified. 

 
RFP Selection Criteria 
 
Selection of the successful RFP respondent will be based on the following: 
 

 Alignment of proposed project with the Project Goals outlined in this RFP; 

 Understanding of the functional and operational aspects of the project; 

 Ability to secure financial support and experience in developing, implementing, and managing 
proposed programs; 

 Resource capacity to meet the requirements of the RFP; 

 Understanding of and ability to meet all City zoning and other development regulations, and the 
Master Lease; and  

 Familiarity with the agricultural community on Bainbridge Island. 
 
Proposal Requirements 
 
Proposals must consist of, but not necessarily be limited to, the following: 
 

 Fully completed Farmer Application for City of Bainbridge Island Farmland Lease 

 Farm Business Plan using the template provided at www.agplan.umn.edu/ 
 
Submittal Requirements  
 
Proposals should not exceed 10 pages and should provide a straightforward and concise description of 
capabilities to meet the requirements of this RFP.  Special bindings, colored displays, promotional 
materials, and related such materials are not desired. Use of recycled paper is desirable. 
 
Terms and Conditions 
 
Friends of the Farms reserves the right to reject any proposal. 
 
Friends of the Farms reserves the right to waive minor irregularities in any proposal. 
 
Friends of the Farms reserves the right to request clarification of information submitted and to require 
additional information from any RFP respondent. 

http://www.agplan.umn.edu/
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The contract resulting from acceptance of this proposal by Friends of the Farms shall be in a form 
approved by the City of Bainbridge Island, and shall reflect the specifications of the RFP.  The City 
reserves the right to reject any proposed agreement that does not conform to the specifications 
contained in this RFP, and which is not approved by the City Attorney. 
 
Neither Friends of the Farms nor the City of Bainbridge Island shall be responsible for any costs incurred 
by respondents in preparing, submitting, or presenting their response to the RFP. 
 
Submission of Proposals 
 
Respondents shall provide a minimum of one (1) complete hard copy and one (1) digital copy in PDF 
format via email. 
 
Both digital and hard copies of proposals must be received by 4:00 pm on June 18, 2018. 
 
 
Submit Hard Copies to:   Submit Digital Copies to: 
 
Heather Burger    Heather.Burger@FriendsoftheFarms.org 
Executive Director 
Friends of the Farms 
250 Madrona Way NE, Suite 110B 
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 
 
Facsimile submittals will not be accepted. 
 
For additional information, contact Heather Burger at 206.842.5537. 
 
 


